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Editorial

elcome to the latest issue of the AMCAP Journal. As newly
appointed editor I have approached my tasks with much
excitement and some trepidation. I have great respect for the process
of peer-review in selecting and refining scholarly writing. I appreciate
the courage needed to generate and submit scholarly work. I am sensitive to the pain involved in receiving critical comments on one's
work, no matter how constructive they may be. I understand the discouragement that may come from having one's efforts rejected. Along
with this empathy for those making submissions, we as an editorial
board have strong feelings about maintaining the scholarly standards
set in previous volumes of the journal. I believe the articles included
in this issue maintain that historical standard.
The articles included in this issue are diverse in topic, method,
and purpose-not unlike our membership. As editor I hope to continue to work to make the journal a forum of scholarly thought for all
AMCAP members. In his editorial in the 1994 issue of the AMCAP
Journal, Scott Richards addressed the current state of the journal and
offered his recommendations for its future. He noted the lack of sufficient manuscripts to publish more than one journal each year. He
encouraged authors who had manuscripts returned to them for revisions to complete those revisions and resubmit. He also proposed
some means to expand the scope of the journal. I have echoed some
of his recommendations below. In future issues of the journal we hope
to develop ways to include more of you. By including more of you, we
hope to better serve as a point of integration between science and
practice. The following are some of the means we hope will involve a
broader base of the membership in the journal.
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· Including responses to articles in the journal.
We will identifY manuscripts of general interest about which there
may be some debate. The topics of these upcoming articles will be
distributed to the membership, and interested members will be
invited to respond to the manuscript. Accepted responses will be
published simultaneously with the original article.
· Creating new sections of the journal to include a broader spectrum
of topics and a wider range of scholarly writing.
It has been suggested that we create space to include some of the
articles that are more focused on spiritual issues than psychological issues. We may also develop a forum for case studies/practice
insights and one for theoretical/philosophical writing. Your submissions in these areas and suggestions for other areas that might
be included are encouraged.
· IdentifYing topical foci for upcoming issues.
We will work to establish a topical agenda for future issues of the
journal. These will be advertised to the membership, and members will be especially encouraged to make contributions relevant
to those topics.
Our hope is that the journal will continue to serve as a resource of
scholarly writing on a wide variety of topics relevant to both the academic and clinical work of AMCAP members. I eagerly and respectfully look forward to participating in the review of your submissions.
Aaron P. Jackson, Editor

